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Ag though enhanced by a Botox injection, the new Martine Sitbon
Boutigus in the South Karean capital of Seaul glistens Be a revi-
Eakmad visrsion ol os foermeer Sell. Fravog I:I:,. thes garage of a Frenche
ghyta house bust i the 1870s, this commarcial unt = curmently pan

of the Cheongdam-dong shopping distnct — cuts a dash on the

same streel thil llaunts th koes of Prasda and Lowis Vyslion. Insida,
the redall ervaronmant that Cho Sade Archilects of New Yok and
GaA Aschitects of Seoul crafted for Franch fashion designer Mariine
Bibon 18 an Efaay In amath surfacas that seamless ¥ connecl
spacos of diferent heights.

menls 1he slegancs and wiritago chie af Sibon's Faghions, Bul mora
iyt 1y 5-urn|'|l:|l anothar shnny naw boutngue for b gh fashion, r.he:,- AT
aftar something timeless and personal. "We wanled it to look like a
geanit iguid bubble; says architect Minsuk Cho, who also poings ouf
e nied for Cantinuity, a quality hard to achieva in a field as unpre-
digiable as fashion, Wrapping the spaca in a coberent ervelope is
& wnilarm surface of yelow epory compound, wihech covers floar,
walls and -::|::||||1=-| Ths masr skan gnées thi impression af a spaco
ganved ot of o sobd mass of buttery matarial

Tha erchitects aveided the temptation bto comment 6n one partic-
UL OGP of Sitbon's dl1:j.i.:.||'l!i.. which -::h._'lng{: ram saason (o
geason. Instead thay concentrated on rellecting the modem yet
classic assence of the coutuner's creations. Their inlerior can be
described as a blank canvas, albeit a luxunious one. Sparsely distnb-
ubed throughoul tha space are objects as bizare as sumrealist sculp.
hses in & gallery setting. A black pebbls, large and flat, invites visiioes

Tha tectile world cranted by architacta from East and West comple-
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iy 801 on 118 gleamang surface. Equally intrguing is tha simiple block
of mounded silicone usad a8 a sales counter. Clothes are displayed
nEIce DDpacis that louok: ko= oddly shaped, upanded balhbubs. Thaa
colliectne ghoss of the stenor 15 decsdedly Aashy, but it provides a
noutral backdrop for each new Sitbon collecion

More than just a showroom loe clothing, the boutigque is o vital
player in the bustling strect life of Cheongdam-dong, 'Wo're infer-
wiled n tha temporal relationship bebween time and distance, says
lames Slade, ‘and pasticularly in how a space changes over lime,
Criring the day, when l'.'.il"'!'.-c‘:-l'ugtl.'lrn--:‘lrlrl-;; Futhls thie rode ot & dynamig
shopping district, the deplay window is invlingly transparent. After
dark, when the many clubs and bars in 1he vicinity transform the
rl-l‘:lghL‘H_'u.n hood into a steamy caularon ol nmghthle, the glaned facads
becomes a rellecing surfece thal hinks of myystany and enchanimsanl

Working at breakneck speed, Slade and pariner Cho have
dessgned and compleied a senes of projects in South Korea thai
ringe from & media centre ina subway station to a store built indo the
landscape, Tha Sitbon bowtique took just two maonths to complolo,
According o Slade, building in South Kosea has Mile in comman with
buildengg in the Uaded Stales. South Korans nol nnI!,- ke decisons
maee quickly, they ane alao less concerned aboul crealing work tha
endures. 'Horean clients ane more inerested n Capiburang the spirt
ol the mament, LR Slade, ‘and e quick paca s halped By the fact
thal construction cosis are rgllﬂl:lw_lljl oy

Like many burgeoning Asian cilies, Seoul is axpariencing & ragsd
evolution. Tan years ago, the Cheongdam-dong disinct was an
upmarked ressdentin nl:-lghb-!_'.urhl:.cd Tc-:lu,' thiz area s c,|::-1'.1:|:|:1£||:,-
commorcialiad. 'Swch a trensformation is typical of the ity says
Moongyu Chol of GaA Architects. Destricts continualy adagd 1o
shifls i real-estale values, and build nigs ara fom down and reduilt in
responsa to naw situations. Though the Silbon boutique has enjoyed
an indeal bursl of commencial succass, Lhol remans scapbicil, "Ewen
I'm il samre how lgng this Slone can sunma,









