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An Airy Refuge From a Jam-Packed Store

beauty
by high schocd girls and movie

But what Brooklyn has taken
from him, it may pay back. He is
=0 enamared of the borough, e
exil, that he has begun expamd-
ingg the chain of Ricky’s stones to

n

Mir. Kenig is devoted 1o his chil-
dren, the twins [reem kis first mar-
riage, Max and Dylan, whe live
with ham, and M. Valentine, his
3-year-okd daughter from his sec-
oned marriage, who lives with her
mother in Fort Greene. He organ-
ires his days around chaniflear-
i, the twins to and from méddie

METALLICA
Mr. Kenig
usedd magrents
to hang photos
in his stairwell,
right. Kitchen
doors and cabi-

nets, far right,
are perforated

alwminum.

school on East 15th Strest in
Mannarran
In between drop-off and plck-
up. he works al the office above
thr Ricky's store in SoHo. There,
his  pctivities have  inclsded
choosing the right colars for bob-
by pins. “A third cur cusiomers
are bond, but bobby pins were
alwnys binck or bronze,” said Mr.
Kemig, who has o curlous ménd
and a strong inferest in personal

AppEAranoe.

For & 40th birthday present 1o
himsel, be had his arms
*sleeved™ in eitoos. And, until
recently, he collected sneakers;
he owns hundreds of pairs, some
worth thousands of dollars, *[
stopped when | realized I'm past
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40, and I'm online talking abou
sneakers with a bunch of 16-year-
ald bays,” be sadd,

The house, too, reflects his var-
ious fixathons, During a yearly
trip b China, where many of his
COMPAny’s products are mand-
Inctured, he picked up mose than
100 coppor skulls (actually molds
for mannequin heads) that were
about to be discanded, Minety-six
of them grace his living room
wall Asked whether she would
decormte the heads for Hallow.
een, his daughier Dylan said,
“They're scary encagh alresly.”

On the wall opposite the heads,
a new stairway, designed by the
Slades with solid oak (reads
cantilevered from a stesl rail,

cornects the maln floor with the
two upper levels. Alongside the
stairs i8 o thres-story wall of
bBlackemed metal, on which Mr
Kenig has used magnets 1o place
thousanls of family phofographs.

The first-foor living room is {o-
cused on A single plece of furni-
fure: a sofa as large as some
apariments (On the Rocks, by
Edra). In the back, the kitchen
cabinets are made of one-eighth-
inch-thick aluminum plate into
which the Slades cut openings in
shapes that SUgRes! that the ma-

Mo Kanicantartaine his daiashtars Mav and Mulan 13 and M Valeatins. 3. The front stoos. right. is el olass.

reflect the fixations of Ricky Kenig of Ricky's, a beauty supply
chain known for Halloween costurmes,
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The second floor is the domaln
of Max and Dylan, who have bed-
roqms al opposite ends and a TV
room in the middle. With only
sliding panels between  the
rooms, Mox said, there i npol
enough privacy, but Mr. Kenig
promised them they would have
mare room to speead cut when

away.” Behind the wall is & walk-
through choset, filled with piles of
t-shirts and sweaishirts. If the
roams suggests & chic bouwtique,
that’s not coincidental Ms. Slade
said that many decisions she and
er husband made were inlhi-
enmced by their client's enthusi-
s for “the &rt of retailing.”

Mr. Kenig said that stores are
where e dots research. *To
knew whiat & shopper wants, you
hve 1o be & shopper,” be sxid. “It
doesn’t come from siting in the
office.”

These days, he said, shopping
for his daughters “gives me the
samse rush that [ used 1o get
shopping for mysell.” The girks
don't expect couture. “They're
hamere wihen they bav four thines

at Forever 21 for $70,° Mr. Kenig
sail. *I'm the ome who pushes

them to bay more clothes.” He-

thwry text him constantly. Even b
th honise, “when we're on differ-
eni Moors, we text each othes”
Mr. Kenig said.

Mr. Kenlg prew up Rocklapd -




