a little fashion



Slade Architecture's
Flight Club New York
consignment stores are a slam

they've got gam_e
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A first inkling of the sports-gear underground came to the Slades through their teenage son, who dragged
mom and dad into Flight Club’s tiny original iteration to ogle a pair of gray Nikes he intended to wear exclu-
sively on sunny days—and then only with extreme care in order Lo avod creases. Flight Club is “kind of an
institution,” Hayes Slade says. “All the kids know about it.” Soon, however, the Slades discovered high-
<chaolers to be far from the sole sneaker absessives in town. Renovating a town house for Ricky Kenig,
co-owner and namesake of the Ricky's NYC mini-chain of outrageous beauty and costume emporiums, the
Slades designed a footwear display wall lined in brushed-aluminum shelving. It was Kenig, a Flight Club cus-
vomer and a friend of the founder, who passed their name along when Flight Club needed a bigger location.
“We already knew how to make sneakers into decor,” Hayes Slade says. Clearly, the Slades were & shoe-in.

Several blocks from the first shop, the 2,700-square-foot flagship occupies the groun d level of a century-
old loft building. The Slades removed a free-floating stair from the front and uncovered original brick side
walls. Other walls are now surfaced in black recycled rubber or vermillion-painted gypsum-board. In terms
of materials, though, the intervention was planned to look as if very little had been done., Fluorescent linear
fixlures are exposed. the ceiling timbers above simply painted matte black. For the floor, the Slades laid out
plywaood sheets with architectural precision, then clear-finished them,

After considering multiple floor plans, the owners opted for a layout open enough “to play basketball in,”
James Slade says. “It's like you're at a gym.” The milky glass backboard for the regulation basketball hoop
doubles as a rear-projection screen for videos and game broadcasts—Eddie Murphy, Knicks, or Lakers, Pickup
games are allowed only after-hours, but shoppers still find the uncluttered space inviting, like an extension
of the sidewalk.

Cin one 100-foot-long sidewall, a black-painted steel grid supports small shelves for shrink-wrapped sneakers,
(Left foot only. The right foot waits downstairs.) Opposite, wire hat forms display rows of baseball caps. Be
cause of the Barbie project, the Slades knew it wasn't expensive Lo customize 3 standard form in China, and
they were lucky to have a native Mandarin speaker in their New York studio to guide modifications. Below

the hats, jackets and shirts swing from hangers that the ge neral contractor bent from Ya-inch copper plumb-
ing pipe. The bench for trying sneakers on has a slanted base of reflective polished stainless steel—whereas,

in a different kind of shoe store, standard mirror would have been used, Counters and the front doors’ push
plates are surfaced in the same pebbled orange leather as regulation-approved basketballs. =
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